Peace and Social Concerns Committee meeting, 2/24/2014

Present were Andy G, Dan G, Adele S, Carol L, Susan C, Beth A, Nan D, and Roger C.
After a beginning silence, we considered the 2013 handbook description of our committee and noted that one ongoing effort that could be added is our monthly letter-writing sessions.  We preferred replacing “work on” with “discern.”   Andy will consider the current description and revisions to it and will circulate it among us.
We decided to continue having our meetings on the fourth Mondays.
Roger will encourage Peter and Annie to submit a newsletter article about the Pete Seeger celebration. Dan will submit an article about the successful effort that he and Nancy did at that concert to gather [53] letters in opposition to the Keystone XL pipeline.  We considered that to be a post-authorized outreach action of our committee.
Amy Goodman will be coming to the UMass Bowker auditorium, at 7pm on Tuesday March 11.  This is a 95th Birthday Celebration with Frances Crowe, featuring Amy Goodman and Mike Burke of “Democracy Now!”   Roger will send out a notice on the listserv.  See http://www.umass.edu/events/95th-birthday-celebration-frances-crowe-amy
Adele reported that our request to have our committee meeting minutes open to the public on the website was approved in the February meeting for business with no opposition.
Adele reported that in a recent conference call of the AFSC regional executive committee, there was a lot of praise for the activities in our Western Massachusetts region.

Beth has been participating in the annual peace walk, which has a theme of  unity, peacebuilding, and a sustainable future.  She finds these walks to be spiritually fulfilling, and she was encouraged to send a small article about her participation to the newsletter.  The due date for the newsletter is today, Feb 24, but the editors will probably take submissions tomorrow.  Their e-address is newslettereditor@mounttobyfriends.org.
Andy will ask the Nolumbeka people for the 75-minute film about that project, for consideration in our film series.
Susan explained the plans for the 11:40 hour on March 2, about FCNL’s policy statement – The World We Seek – and how the plans are related to an open collection of Friends’ wishes for FCNL’s legislative priorities for the next Congress.  A list prepared by Beth will be provided to help Friends in proposing these priorities, which will be collected on large sheets on March 2, 9, and 16, and then summarized by our committee.  They are due to AFSC by April 15.

 Jill’s report about Right Sharing of World Resources was read, and we considered recommending RSWR as one of the “Friends Concerns: Other Organizations.”  Dan expressed a reservation about the fact that RSWR gives its grants only to women.  If the meeting approves funding RSWR, we will attach a letter to Mount Toby’s contribution, expressing that concern and inquiring about RSWR’s flexibility in this regard, as stated lucidly by Carol. We approved recommending the funding to the meeting for business.
We will recommend to meeting for business that an FCNL representative be an official officer of the meeting.  We will suggest Beth for this to the Nominating Committee.
Beth will bring up the FCNL Shared Security statement in next month’s meeting.
The Race and Class discussions will be held henceforth on the third Sunday of the month, which is March 16 next month.
The March 13 movie in our film series will be “JFK: a President Betrayed.”
We closed by each stating in one word our feelings of “The World We Seek.”

Our next meeting will be the fourth Monday of March, the 24th.
