Peace and Social Concerns Committee of Mt. Toby Friends Meeting
Letter-writing Topic for June 9, 2013
CLOSE GUANTÁNAMO WITH JUSTICE!

FCNL Statement of Legislative Policy: 
Believing in the presence of the Light in each person, Friends are compelled to uphold the sanctity of the individual…We expect our government to uphold the rights and liberty of each person, as identified in the Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  We expect law enforcement to adhere to the highest standards of civil liberties and due process.

Key Points to consider:

166 Muslim men of various ages remain in Guantánamo; 86 have been officially 
“Cleared for Transfer” by the Obama Administration; the remaining 80 men have not been charged.  Sunday,  June 9 is Day 123 of the Hunger Strike with majority participation. (104 is the official number, but lawyers for the men tell us that almost all the men are on Hunger Strike with 41 officially being force – fed with the help of medical practitioners and 4, by government report, are in the hospital in serious condition.  About twelve North Americans have engaged in long-term hunger strikes in solidarity with our Muslim brothers.  Gulf Coast shrimper/activist, survivor of the BP oil spill, Diane Wilson has been fasting for over 50 days at the White House.  Veterans for Peace, Brian Willson and Elliott Adams are also fasting daily.  Several of us are doing one day a week solidarity fasts…Witness Against Torture has organized a solidarity Rolling Fast, where each person takes one day when conscious dictates.  To join the Fast, or for more information, please go to: witnesstorture.org
As you examine your conscience and prepare to take action by writing your letters, please consider the above and following remarks:
· Torture is wrong!  It is barbaric, inhumane, immoral, and illegal.  All forms of torture, including force feeding and solitary confinement, must be stopped immediately. (while arrangements are being made to safely resettle each prisoner) 
· Torture and indefinite detention are un-American and against Quaker values.
· Torture could not continue if medical personnel were not assisting. Seventeen Guantánamo prisoners have recently requested  that health care professionals stop participating in their torture.  Nine Muslims men have died in captivity (tortured to death?) with no subsequent investigation of their deaths…
· Most current prisoners have been held there for over ten years without being charged.  All have been tortured brutally in Guantánamo in addition to other US-backed prisons and prisons or detention facilities in their country of origin.
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Therefore, we are asking you to write a letter to: President Obama, Secretary of State John Kerry, Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel and/or Senator Elizabeth Warren, requesting the closure of Guantánamo with justice, to stop US involvement in (and contracting of) torture everywhere and in the meantime, to immediately stop the torture of prisoners by force-feeding them and/or holding them in solitary confinement.
· Obama said he would close Guantánamo five years ago-the time is overdue to close it. (Not spend the planned $50 million to renovate it!)
· Free all prisoners not charged with a crime. ​​​​​
· If the detainee cannot safely be returned to his family of origin/home, find a safe supportive environment for the detainees to live, providing adequate funds for their support and compensating them and their families, based upon the number of years held.
· Refuse to involve healthcare personnel in torture.

· End all U.S. involvement in torture of any kind at home and abroad.

· Admit the guilt and shame of wrongful foreign policies that created Guantánamo and continues their immoral, unlawful imprisonment.  Organize and participate in an international  truth and reconciliation process to heal the wounds that torture has created for all of us!
Please address your letter to one or more of the following:

Barack Obama

President-The United States of America

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

John Kerry

Secretary of State

The United States of America

U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520
Chuck Hagel

Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400
Elizabeth Warren 

United States Senate 
	317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-102



THANK YOU!
Members of the Peace and Social Concerns Committee of
Mt. Toby Friends Meeting
