Revolutionary Roots of Quakerism: 
A 5 Week Class Series on 17th Century Friends

Sundays 9-10am, January 10-February 7 

Mt Toby Friends Meeting
#1 (Jan 10) The World Turned Upside Down (background & beginnings)
· What was England like in the mid-17th century?

· Why were “The Seekers” so important to the new movement?

· What role did women play in the new movement and how significant/radical was that?
#2 (Jan 17) This I Knew Experimentally (ideas about God & the Bible)
· Why were Friends considered so heretical?

· What’s meant by “The Inward Light of Christ”? 

· How did Friends take “continuing revelation” to a whole new level?

#3 (Jan 24) The Silent Assemblies of God’s People (a whole new form of worship)
· What were early Friends’ worship services really like?

· What was the difference between “threshing meetings” and “retired meetings”?

· Why did they think it was so essential not to pre-program worship?

#4 (Jan 31) This Is Our Testimony to the World (the “testimonies” & sufferings)
· What was the “first” of the “testimonies”? Which one got the most people imprisoned?

· What was the big deal about Christmas? Music? Plays? What was “simplicity” really about?
Do these testimonies have anything to say to us today?
· What were the spiritual roots of their testimony against fighting & violent insurrection? 

· How egalitarian were they? Did some of them own slaves?

#5 (Feb 7) Constructing “Gospel Order” as a Way of Living with Each Other 
(setting up monthly and yearly meetings – women’s meetings and men’s meetings)
· Who were the Ranters and why were Friends anxious to distinguish themselves from them?
· Did they feel direct revelation from the Spirit was to individuals or to the faith community as a whole?

· How did Friends “test” individual Friends’ leadings?

· What was Second Day Meeting?

· How did early movement support ministers & those in prison or suffering in other ways for their beliefs?

Attend one session or all five. The emphasis will be on how early Quaker practice can inform and help us deepen our life in the meeting today. The bulk of sessions will be sharing not teaching (though I will spend some time introducing each topic and answering questions).
There will be a few readings available each week. Please email me at pmblood@gmail.com if you would like a list of these along with some reflection questions. These are entirely voluntary: You do not need to do any kind of advance prep to enjoy these sessions!

There will be fun activities each week! This series is aimed mainly at adults but nothing will be inappropriate for children.

- Peter Blood-Patterson  (413) 256-8596
