Early Quakers Timeline

1440  Johannes Gutenberg develops a moveable-type printing press

1534  Henry VIII separates the Church of England from Rome

1611  King James Bible completed

1624  George Fox is born in the village of Fenny Drayton in English Midlands. His parents are a successful weaver Christopher Fox. His mother (born Mary Lago) was descended from Protestant martyrs.
1642  English Civil War begins between Royalists and Parliamentarians. 
1643  Fox leaves home at age 19 and embarks on a spiritual journey of doubt and seeking of answers from others

1647  Fox begins public preaching & first begins work with Elizabeth Hooton

1649-50  Fox and Hooton are imprisoned for the first time (for disrupting worship, for blasphemy). A judge first coins the term “Quakers” as an eptithet.
1651  End of the English Civil War. Charles I is tried by Parliament and executed. Parliament declares England to be a republic (“Commonwealth”).

1652  Fox climbs Pendle Hill & has his vision of a “great people to be gathered to the north. He addresses a gathering of a thousand Westmoreland Seekers on Firbank Fell

1652  Fox meets Margaret Fell, the wife of a prominent justice of the peace in Ulverston. Most of her family converts to the new Quaker movement. Her home Swarthmoor Hall becomes a kind of home base and nexus of communication for the Quaker movement
1655  Fox meets with Cromwell

1656  A leading Friend, James Naylor, rides into Bristol on Palm Sunday while followers imitate Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem. Fox condemns his action. A motion in Parliament to have Naylor executed for blasphemy is narrowly defeated.
1658  Mary Fisher feels a leading to meet with Sultan Mehmed IV. She walks alone across Greece and obtains an audience with the sultan in his armed camp. She is received respectfully and is very moved by the kindness she receives from the Turks.

1660  Charles II is installed as king (“The Restoration”)

1661  A group called the Fifth Monarchists makes an abortive attempt at insurrection. Friends issue a public declaration disassociating themselves from violent methods. (first public statement of the “Peace Testimony”).

1659-61  Four Friends are hung in Boston for returning after being banished. In 1661 Charles II orders an end to hanging of Friends in Massachusetts Bay Colony. First yearly meeting held in Rhode Island.

1662  The Quaker Act punishes Quakers for refusing to swear allegiance to the king

1664  The Conventicle Act makes it a crime to hold any church service besides a Church of England service of five or more persons. 

1681  Charles II signs a charter giving William Penn 45,000 square miles in exchange for a debt owed his father. Philadelphia is first settled (“The Holy Experiment”) in 1682.
1685  James II (Catholic king of England) establishes a policy of toleration. He alienates Protestants. 

1688  William of Orange invades England in the “Glorious Revolution” and defeats forces loyal to James II. 

1689  Act of Toleration provides legal right to dissenters (Baptists, Congregationalists & Quakers) to worship as they wished without fear of persecution.

1691  George Fox dies at age 67.
