
MINUTES OF MOUNT TOBY MONTHLY MEETING 

DECEMBER 11, 2016 (PENDING REVIEW) 

 

1. Opening Worship: We begin at noon with a period of worship, during which the clerk invites Friends to 

reflect on what our prayers are for Mount Toby in this moment. 

2. Minutes:  We review and accept the November minutes.  

3. Ministry & Worship Committee 

a) Mary Link, committee clerk, reports that the meeting has received a request from Holly Iglesias to 

transfer her membership from Mount Toby to Miami (FL) Meeting. M&W has considered the request and 

recommends approval of the transfer. Friends approve the transfer of Holly Iglesias’ membership to 

Miami Meeting.  

b) M&W has appointed a welcoming committee of Will Snyder and Sorrel Hatch to welcome Jordan 

Helzer as a new member of Mt. Toby Meeting (ref. 11/13/2016, minute 3).  

c) M&W reminds Friends that a memorial meeting for Phyllis Agard will be held at the Meetinghouse at 

2pm on January 7, 2017. 

d) M&W and Care & Counsel have joint responsibility for nominating a representative from Mount Toby 

to New England Yearly Meeting’s Ministry & Counsel. The joint committee invites names of potential 

nominees to be given to M&W or C&C for discernment. 

4. Nominating Committee  

Sue Powers, member of the committee, presents the nomination of Don Stone to serve as a member of the 

Young Friends Committee for a term beginning immediately and continuing through August 2018. 

Friends approve this nomination.  

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Will Savitri presents a six-month financial report (attached) covering June 1-November 30, 2016. 

Contributions are still slightly behind last year but there has been a slight increase in recent weeks. He also 

states that we currently have a healthy balance in the checking account and in CDs. 

Carol Coan, member of the Burial Committee, clarifies that in the future, reimbursement of the costs for 

burial should not be considered a contribution, though the committee does encourage contributions in 

addition to reimbursement for the direct costs of the burial.  

A Friend asks what the fair share per household would be to cover Mt Toby’s expenses. Alice Swift, 

Finance Committee clerk, notes that the committee sends out two appeal letters per year; usually the spring 

letter includes a range of contributions given. Each household is asked to discern its own appropriate 

contribution.   

Friends accept the report.   

6. Finance Committee  

Alice Swift, committee clerk, presents the committee’s recommendation (attached) to close down the 

Greenfield Preparative Meeting Fund and move the balance to the Capital Fund. The funds were 

transferred to Mount Toby when the Greenfield Preparative Meeting Trustees were laid down in 2005 (ref. 

4/10/2005, minute 8). There are no conditions on the use of this Fund, though the Greenfield Trustees did 

suggest that “this sum be used to improve the facilities of our First Day School and/or to benefit other 

Meeting Activities as the term is used for our budget categories.” This move was considered during the 

discussions about the Adlerblum Bequest because of the recognition of Mount Toby’s capital needs. There 

is currently $7,009.74 in the fund.  
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Friends approve closing down the Greenfield Preparative Meeting Fund and transferring the current 

balance into the Capital Fund. 

7. Religious Education Committee 

Airlie Rose, committee clerk, presents a comprehensive report (attached) describing the Religious 

Education (RE) committee’s exploration of an appropriate space in the meetinghouse to dedicate for the 

use of elementary school-aged children. In December 2015 (ref. 12/13/2015, minute 5), the meeting 

approved creating a dedicated space for Friendly Playground (the term “Friendly Playground” has since 

been replaced by “Children’s Meeting for Discovery”). Over the past year, RE has worked hard to identify 

the needs of the children and the committee’s goals for this space. The report includes a list of the goals, as 

well as an inventory of potential spaces the committee has considered and ruled out based on these goals. 

The committee has concluded that the Blue Room has the most potential to meet the needs of the children. 

However, it needs renovation to completely meet the needs, and this is why it has not been used in recent 

years. 

Friends receive the report and acknowledge the committee’s having successfully fulfilled the meeting’s 

request for them to assess suitable spaces for the children’s use.  

Friends affirm the use of the Blue Room as a dedicated space for the Children’s Meeting for Discovery, 

with modest modifications like removing current furnishings and procuring new furnishings, to be 

accomplished within the existing committee budget. The room will not be available for other uses, 

including storage, without prior consultation with the RE committee. We ask the committee to be mindful 

as they sort items currently in the room. 

Friends ask the Meetinghouse and Finance Committees to bring to a future meeting for business a joint 

report that includes a list of the currently foreseen capital projects including possible renovations of the 

Blue Room, with timeline and budget implications for each item, so that the meeting’s decisions about 

priorities, specific projects or new proposals can be better made within the context of the meeting’s overall 

financial resources and capital needs.  

Friends affirm the priority to accommodate children’s needs and the need to continue exploring 

improvements to the children’s space. We note a Friend’s suggestion that in the short term, the RE 

committee could pursue with Young Friends the possibility of using the YF room when it is not in use by 

Young Friends. 

Friends also affirm the need for a broader vision, and acknowledge the ongoing work of the ad hoc 

committee on meeting growth. We ask the clerk, with relevant committees, to continue exploring processes 

to further the meeting’s discernment around the meeting’s spiritual and physical priorities. 

8. Library Committee 

In October 2016, the meeting approved the Library Committee proceeding to donate a collection of old 

Quaker books from the Mount Toby library to UMass Amherst’s special collections, and to report back to a 

future meeting for business with a deed of gift describing the arrangements with the library, the names of 

the books donated, and the name of the collection (ref. 10/9/16 minute 5). Anne Hazard, clerk of the 

committee, reports that the transfer will be completed shortly. She presents the deed of gift for the Mount 

Toby Friends Meeting Quaker book collection to the Department of Special Collections and Archives of 

the UMass Amherst Libraries. The deed and an inventory of the collection are attached.  

The clerk will write a note to Becky Holmes, widow of Francis Holmes, updating her on the process, and 

expressing our gratitude and sense that this arrangement fulfills Francis’ initial vision of developing a 

regional Quaker research collection. 

9. Minutes: We approve the minutes as read by the recording clerk. 

10. Closing worship: We close in worship at 2:35pm. 
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Clerk: Ann McNeal  

Recording Clerk: Margaret Cooley 

 

Present: 

Sandi Albertson-Shea, Stephen Antonelli, Isaac Bingham, Don Campbell, Judi Campbell, Carol Coan, Roger 

Conant, Shirley Conant, Margaret Cooley, Nina Fischer, Daniel Grubbs, Anne Hazzard, Ruth Hazzard, Kit 

Johnson, John Lambdin, Sarah Lambdin, Carol Letson, Peter Letson, Mary Link, Ann McNeal, Nicola 

Metcalf, George Munger, Lynn Parker, Sue Powers, John Preston, Mary Ellen Preston, Airlie Rose, Will 

Savitri, Nancy Slator, Alice Swift, Claude Tellier, Nina Weyl 

 

Attachments 

Financial statements (six-month) 

Finance Committee proposal for transfer of funds 

Religious Education Committee report re space needs 

Deed of Gift to UMass Amherst’s Special Collections 

Inventory of Mount Toby Friends Meeting Quaker book collection 

  
 

 
 
 


